RESOLUTION NO. 2026- 5@ I
MASON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
RESOLUTION APPROVING A TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE MASON COUNTY ZONING CODE
REGARDING COMMERCIAL SOLAR ENERGY FACILITIES (CSEF)

WHEREAS, the County previously adopted as part of the Mason County Zoning Code, an ordinance
regulating the siting and development of commercial solar energy facilities within the County; and

WHEREAS, on October 30, 2025, the lllinois General Assembly passed legislation amending
Section 5-12020 of the lllinois Counties Code (55 ILCS 5/5-12020), which governs local regulation of
commercial solar energy facilities by lllinois counties, and on January 8, 2026, Governor Pritzker signed
said legislation into law; '

WHEREAS, the County has an interest in complying with statutory law and ensuring the continued
protection of the health, safety, and welfare of its citizens;

WHEREAS, following public hearing, the Zoning Board of Appeals recommended the County Board
adopt the proposed text amendment, attached hereto as Exhibit A.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, following review, consideration and discussion, that the
County Board hereby approves the proposed text amendment, which may be referred to as the
“Commercial Solar Energy Facilities Ordinance” of Mason County, as more fully set forth in Exhibit A.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the County Board hereby repeals any prior ordinance pertaining to
these subjects and hereby instructs the Zoning Office of the County to publish the adopted ordinance in
accordance with law and make said ordinance available to the general public for inspection.

N hid

Passed and adopted by the County Board of Mason County, lllinois this day of July 2026, by a

voteof T ayes, D nays,and () absent.

CHAIR, MASON COUNTY BOARD

ATTEST:

SmmurR Lo

CLERK OF MASON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
(SEAL)




EXHIBIT A




MASON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COMMERCIAL SOLAR ENERGY FACILITIES ORDINANCE

Adopted by the Mason County Board \T[/LL‘/U!/ l 4 , 2026
Ordinance No. A Dg\ ‘ﬂ ’5(0

Published in pamphlet form by the authority of Mason County, lllinois,

this \\'\ day of \) \l\\zﬂ , 2026
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MASON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COMMERCIAL SOLAR ENERGY FACILITIES ORDINANCE

DEFINITIONS.

A.

"Applicant" means the entity who submits to the county a special use permit application for
a commercial solar energy facility. All references to “applicant” in this ordinance shall include
and apply to the applicant and applicant's successors-in-interest and assigns; the facility
owner and facility owner’s successors-in-interest and assigns; and the operator and operator’s
successors-in-interest and assigns.

“Commercial operation date” means the calendar date on which the commercial solar energy
facility produces power for commercial sale, not including test power.

“Commercial solar energy facility” means a “commercial solar energy system” as defined in
Section 10-720 of the lllinois Property Tax Code (35 ILCS 200/10-720), which is defined as “any
device or assembly of devices that (i) is ground installed and (ii) uses solar energy from the
sun for generating electricity for the primary purpose of wholesale or retail sale and not
primarily for consumption on the property on which the device or devices reside.”

“Facility owner” means (i) a person with a direct ownership interest in a commercial solar
energy facility, regardless of whether the person is involved in acquiring the necessary rights,
permits, and approvals or otherwise planning for the construction and operation of the facility,
and (ii) a person who, at the time the facility is being developed, is acting as a developer of
the facility by acquiring the necessary rights, permits, and appravals or by planning for the
construction and operation of the facility, regardless of whether the person will own or
operate the facility.

"Financial assurance" means assurance from a credit worthy party, examples of which include
a surety bond (e.g., performance and payment bond), trust instrument, cash escrow, or
irrevocable letter of credit.

"Nonparticipating property” means real property that is not a participating property.

"Nonparticipating residence" means a residence that is located on nonparticipating property
and that is existing and occupied on the date that a special use permit application for the
commercial solar energy facility is filed with the county.

"Occupied community building" means any one or more of the following buildings that is
existing and occupied on the date that a special use permit application for the commercial
solar energy facility is filed with the county: a school, place of worship, day care facility, public
library, or community center.

"Operator” means the person or entity responsible for the day-to-day operation and

maintenance of the commercial solar energy facility, including any third-party subcontractors,
successors-in-interest and assigns.
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i
J. "Participating property" means real property that is the subject of a written agreement
between a facility owner and the property owner of the real property that provides the facility
owner an easement, option, lease, or license to use the real property for the purpose of
constructing a commercial solar energy facility or supporting facilities. "Participating property"

also includes real property that is owned by a facility owner for the purpose of constructing a
commercial solar energy facility or supporting facilities.

K. "“Participating residence” means a residence that is located on participating property and that
is existing and occupied on the date that a special use permit application for the commercial
solar energy facility is filed with the county.

L. "Professional engineer" means a qualified individual who is licensed as a professional engineer
in the State of lllinois.

M. “Project” means the commercial solar energy facility and supporting facilities.

N. "Protected lands" means real property that is: (1) subject to a permanent conservation right
consistent with the lllinois Real Property Conservation Rights Act (765 ILCS 120/1 et seq.); or
(2) registered or designated as a nature preserve, buffer, or land and water reserve under the
Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act (525 ILCS 30/1 et seq.).

0. “Supporting facilities” means the transmission lines, substations, access roads, meteorological
towers, storage containers, and equipment associated with the generation and storage of
electricity by the commercial solar energy facility. “Supporting facilities” includes energy
storage systems capable of absorbing energy and storing it for use at a later time, including,
but not limited to, batteries and other electrochemical and electramechanical technologies or
systems.

APPLICABILITY.

This ordinance governs commercial solar energy facilities (including supporting facilities) within
the county that generate electricity to be sold to wholesale or retail markets. This ordinance shall
apply to the unincorporated areas of the county that are outside of the zoning jurisdiction of a
municipality.

PROHIBITION.

No commercial solar energy facility or supporting facilities governed by this ordinance shall be
constructed, erected, installed, or located within the county without a special use permit and
building permit granted by the county. Commercial solar energy facilities and supporting facilities
are only allowed by special use permit and building permit upon agricultural or industrial zoned
properties. Unless otherwise allowed by the county, all projects shall conform to the
representations made within the special use permit application, representations during the public
hearing process, and representations contained within the building permit application.

SOLICITATION.
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VI

l
Prior to contacting any property owner or property owner’s representative, any person intending
to solicit a property owner in person for the lease, purchase, or use of property in relation to any
portion of a commercial solar energy facility, including supporting facilities, must submit to the
county sheriff’s office an application for a solicitor permit with an application processing fee in the
amount of $100 and must submit to a criminal background check. A solicitor permit shall only be
issued upon approval by the county zoning administrator and upon payment of a solicitor permit
fee in the amount of $1,000. A solicitor permit shall be valid for one calendar year from the date

of issuance and shall not be transferable to any other person.
COMMUNITY MEETING.

At least 30 days but not more than 60 days prior to the filing of a special use permit application
with the county, the applicant shall hold at least one community meeting, open to the public, ata
location within the township of the proposed project, or if no location is available within the
township, a location within the county, for purposes of informing the public of the proposed
project. Notice of the public community meeting shall be mailed to all property owners and
residents within 1.5 miles of the project footprint, and advertisement of the public community
meeting shall be published in local newspapers. Such notices and advertisements shall reference
where additional information may be obtained regarding the proposed project.

SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION.

A. To obtain a special use permit for a commercial solar energy facility and its supporting
facilities, the applicant must submit a special use permit application to the county for review
of completeness and scheduling of a public hearing on the application.

B. Material changes to the special use permit application are not permitted once notice of public
hearing on the application has been published, unless otherwise requested or permitted by
the county.

C. The applicant shall submit at least 10 copies of the special use permit application to the
county, and at least one copy in electronic format, unless otherwise requested or permitted
by the county.

D. The special use permit application submitted to the county shall contain the following:

1. A project summary for the commercial solar energy facility and its supporting
facilities, including:

a. A general description of the project, including:

i. Approximate overall nameplate generating capacity;

ii. Potential equipment manufacturers of the solar panels, racking and
any energy storage system equipment;

iii. Number of solar panels and nameplate generating capacity of each;

iv. Maximum height of the solar panels at full tilt;

v. Description of supporting facilities, including energy storage systems
(if any);
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i
vi. Energy storage system nameplate capacity, overall acreage, and types
of energy systems to be utilized (if any);
vii. Project site plan, phasing plan, construction timeline; and

viii. General location of the project; and

b. A description of the abplicant, facility owner, and operator, including their
respective business structures;

2. The name, address, and phone number of the applicant, facility owner, operator,
participating property owners, and documentation demmistrating land ownership or
legal control of the property; |

3. A site plan for the project showing the planned location of each solar array including
parce! number and legal descriptions for each site, participating and nonparticipating
residences, occupied community buildings, parcel boundary lines (including
identification of adjoining properties), setback lines, public access roads and turnout
locations, all supporting facilities including any energy storage systems, substations,
operations and maintenance buildings, temporary and permanent meteorological
towers (if any), concrete batch plants, laydown yards, electrical cabling from the solar
array to the substations, ancillary equipment, any utility poles within the project or
leading to third party transmission lines or substation, the location of any wetlands,
flood plain, drainage structures (including surface ditches and subsurface drainage
lines), underground mines, scenic and natural areas within 1,500 feet of the project,
the location of all known communications towers within one mile of the project, and
the layout of all structures within the geographical boundaries of setbacks;

4. Atopographic map depicting the project site and surrounding area;

5. A proposed decommissioning plan for the project, including cost estimations and a
draft form of financial assurance;

6. Written approval from relevant road authorities of the roads to be utilized for
construction and a draft form of financial assurance for the protection of said roads;

7. Sound modeling for all potential equipment manufacturers (including solar panels,
inverters and energy storage systems) showing the sound emissions, the relevant
lllinois Pollution Control Board (IPCB) standards, the impact upon all affected
properties, and all supporting data;

8. An “Agricultural impact Mitigation Agreement” (AIMA) executed between the facility
owner and the lllinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA);

9. Waivers from any setback requirements executed by occupied community building
owners, nonparticipating property owners, and/or nonparticipating residence owners
bearing a file stamp from the county recorder confirming that the waiver was
recorded against the title to the affected real property;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,
15.
16.

17

18.

19,

20.

|
Waivers from any noise enforcement executed by parﬁcipating property owners,
participating residence owners, nonparticipating property owners and/or
nonparticipating residence owners bearing a file stamp confirming that the waiver
was recorded against the title to the affected real property. The waiver must reflect
the amount of overage to be reasonably expected by the bperation of the project;

Results and recommendahons from consultation with the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources {IDNR) obtained through its Ecologlcpl Compliance Assessment
Tool (EcoCAT) or a comparable successor tool; - o ]

Results and recommendations from consultation withé the lllinois State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) regarding potential impacts bn State-registered historic
sites under the lllinois State Agency Historic Resources Preservation Act (20 ILCS
3420/1 et seq.);

Evidence demonstrating that the project will avoid protected lands as identified by
the lllinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) and the lllinois Nature Preserves
Commission (INPC);

A farmland drainage plan (to include a drain tile survey) which shall be provided to
the county and any impacted drainage district;

Adequate proof that the special use permit application was submitted to local
emergency response agencies;

A proposed vegetative screening plan and vegetation/weed management plan;

A preliminary grading plan if any grading will be necessary for the construction of the
project (the final grading plan may be submitted as part of the Building Permit
application);

A copy of ali communication and interference studies demonstrating the potential
impacts of the project on television, radio, telephone (including mobile phone
communications), transportation communication devices, emergency and law
enforcement communications including E911 communications, and weather radar
utilized by the National Weather Service or others to corrrnumcate weather events to
the public;

All information required under Section 5-12024 of the lilinois Counties Code (55 ILCS
5/5-12024) for any energy storage systems utilized for the project;

Sufficient documentation showing that at least one community meeting, open to the
public, was held at least 90 days prior to the submission of the special use permit
application, and that all property owners and residents within 1.5 miles of the project
footprint received notice and local newspaper publication was made in accordance
with this ordinance;
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21.

22.

23.

All other required studies, reports, certifications, and approvals necessary for
demonstrating compliance with the provisions of this ordinance;

Any other information requested by the county or its consultants necessary to
evaluate the special use permit application and to demonstrate that the project meets
the provisions of this ordinance; and

Any other information normally required by, or reasonab'y requested by, the county
as part of its permitting requirements for buildings or other structures.

Vil. DESIGN AND INSTALLATION.

A. Design Safety Certiﬁcation.

The project shall conform to applicable industry standards, including those of the American
National Standards Institute (ANSI) (most recent edition), National Electric Code (NEC) (most
recent edition) and requirements of the public utility. Prior to the issuance of a building
permit, applicant shall submit certificates of design compliance from equipment
manufacturers obtained from Underwriters Laboratories (UL), Det Norske Veritas (DNV),
Germanischer Lloyd (GL), or an equivalent third party. The project shall consist of new
equipment and no used or experimental equipment shall be used in the project without
approval by the county.

B. Aesthetics and Lighting.

p

Design and Consistency: All solar panels shall be of similar design, size, and height;
rotate in the same direction; shall be consistent in color and direction with nearby
facilities; and shall be designed and installed in order to prevent glare toward any
inhabited buildings on adjacent properties as well as adjacent rights-of-way.

Lighting: All projects shall comply with responsible outdoor lighting provided by the
International Dark-Sky Association and shall limit outdoor lighting to that which is
minimally required for safety and operational purposes. Any outdoor lighting shall be
reasonably shielded and downcast from all residences and adjacent properties.

Intra-Project Power and Communication Lines: All power lines used to collect power
from solar panels and all communication lines shall be butied underground at a depth
in accordance with the “Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement” (AIMA) until same
reach the property line or a substation adjacent to the property line.

Debris and Garbage: The project area shall be kept free of debris and garbage at all
times during the life of the project, including those areas outside the fencing of the
project.

Vegetative Screening: The project shall provide vegetative screening to shield
nonparticipating residences. The vegetative screening shall be at least five feet in
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height at the commercial operation date. A vegetative screening plan must be
submitted with the special use permit application, and may be subject to revision,
review and approval prior to the issuance of a building permit. The screening
requirement for vegetative screening may be waived by the written consent of the
respective property owner. Waivers shall be provided with the special use application.

6. Vegetation/Weed Management: The project shall perfarm an assessment of the
property for the presence of noxious weeds, in particular, those regulated by the
lllinois Noxious Weed Law (505 ILCS 100/1 et seq.) and the lllinois Exotic Weed Act
(525 ILCS 10/1 et seq.). In addition to those weeds speciﬁ;ally regulated by statute or
regulation, the applicant shall perform an assessment of the property for all species
of Amaranthus, including but not limited to, Amaranthus Tuberculatus (waterhemp,
roughfruit waterhemp, roughfruit amaranth, etc.). Such assessment shall include the
presence and propensity for such weeds to exist within the project area and a plan for
eradication and management of such weeds. A vegetation/weed management plan
must be submitted as part of the special use permit application and may be subject
to revision, review and approval prior to the issuance of a building permit.

7. Fencing: The project shall be enclosed by fencing having a height of at least six feet
and no more than 25 feet.

C. Warnings.

1. A visible warning sign concerning voltage must be placed at all entrances, at all
transformers and inverters, substations, and other locations where high voltage is
present and is reasonably accessible by others.

2. Visible, reflective, colored objects, such as flags, plastic sleeves, reflectors, or tape

shall be placed on the anchor points of guy wires and along the guy wires up to a
height of 15 feet from the ground.

D. Setback Reguirements.
1. Commercial solar energy facilities (and all supporting facilities) shall be setback with
the setback distances measured from the nearest edge of any above-ground

component of the facility, excluding fencing:

a. Occupied Community Buildings and Dwellings on Nonparticipating Property:
150 feet to the nearest point on the outside wall of the structure.

b. Boundary Lines of Participating Property: None.

c. Boundary Lines of Nonparticipating Property: 50 feet to the nearest point on
the property line of the nonparticipating property.

d. Public Road Rights-of-Way: 50 feet to the nearest edge of the public right-of-
way.
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2. Setback requirements for fencing in relation to public rights-of-way shall be those set
forth for agricultural/industriai districts by the county’s general zoning code.

3. Setback requirements may be waived by the written consent of the property owner
of each affected nonparticipating property. Any waiver of the above setback
requirements shall run with the land and shall be recorded with the county recorder
prior to the issuance of any building permit for project. '

|

E. Compliance with Additional Regu‘lati(.)ns.‘

Nothing in this ordinance is intended to preempt any other applicable state and federal laws
regulations or permits.

F. Use of Public Roads.

1. An applicant proposing to use any county, municipality, tawnship or village roads, for
the purpose of transporting commercial solar energy facility or supporting facility
equipment for construction, operation, or maintenance shall:

a. ldentify all such public roads; and
b. Conduct a preconstruction baseline survey ta determine existing road
conditions for assessing potential future damage.

2. Enter into a road use agreement with the county and each affected Road District that
includes the following provisions, at a minimum:

Project layout map;

Transportation impact analysis;

Notification procedures for road closures and/or lane restrictions;
Preconstruction plans;

Project traffic map;

Project scope of repairs;

Post-construction repairs;

Insurance; and

Financial assurance in forms and amounts acceptable to the county.

L N NS

3. The road use agreement shall require applicant to be responsible for the reasonable
cost of improving roads used to construct the project and the cost of repairing roads
used by the facility owner during construction of the project. Roadways improved in
preparation for and during the construction of the praject shall be repaired and
restored to the improved condition at the cost of the developer if the roadways have
degraded or were damaged as a result of construction-related activities.

4. All repairs and improvements to county public roads and roadway appurtenances
shall be subject to the prior approval of the county before being made and shall also
be subject to inspection and acceptance by the county after such repairs and
improvements are completed. The county’s road use agreement, and any further
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agreements contemplated therein, regarding the maintel\ance and repair of county
public roads and highways, must be approved by the county board prior to the
approval of any building permit applications related to the construction of the
proposed project. Copies of any other road use agreements for the project must also
be provided to the county zoning administrator prior to the approval of any building
permit applications.

G. Site Assessment.

To ensure that the subsurface conditions of the site will provide proper support for the project
and soil restoration, the applicant, at its expense, shall provide soil and geotechnical boring
reports to the county with respect to each solar array and any energy storage system
equipment, as part of its building permit application. The applicant shali follow the guidelines
for conservation practices impact mitigation submitted by the county’s soil and water
conservation district {or equivalent regulatory agency). The applicant shall submit grading
plans for the project for review and comment by the county’s soil and water conservation
district (or equivalent regulatory agency) and shall submit said plans to the county prior to the
issuance of any building permit.

H. Communications Analysis: Interference.

1. The applicant shall, at its own expense, retain a third-party qualified professional to
conduct a television reception analysis within a 1.5-mile radius of the project
footprint. The analysis shall document all television stations received in the area and
shall serve as the baseline conditions prior to construction. This study shall be
submitted as part of the special use permit application for the project.

2. The applicant shall, at its own expense, retain a qualified third-party professional to
conduct a communications study demonstrating that E911, other emergency
communications, and official county or municipal communications will not be
negatively impacted by the project. This study shall be submitted as part of the special
use permit applicatton for the project.

3. The facility owner/operator shall, at its own expense, immediately mitigate and
eliminate any interference any interference the project causes with electromagnetic
communications, including radio, telephone, microwave, or television signals,
especially those affecting government public safety communications (police, fire,
emergency management services, and 911 dispatch.

a. The applicant shall provide microwave transmission providers and local
emergency service providers with a copy of the project summary and site
plan. If these providers demonstrate a likelihood of interference, the facility
owner/operator shall take all necessary measures to minimize and mitigate
the anticipated interference. For any interference affecting public safety
communications, the facility owner/operator shall immediately implement all
necessary and commercially available measures to eliminate the interference.
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b. If the facility owner/operator receives a written interference complaint after
construction, it shall respond immediately. For public safety communications
complaints, the facility owner/operator must immediately take all necessary

-and commercially available steps to eliminate the interference.

4. If, after construction of the project, the facility: owner/operator receives a written
complaint related to interference with local residential television or radio reception,
the facility owner/operator shall take commercially reasonable steps to investigate
and respond. A summary of the complaint and subsequent response from the facility
owner/operator shall be 'forwarded to ‘the county for review. The facility
owner/operator shall have 30 calendar days to verify the complaint, and 15 calendar
days to respond. Said response shall be addressed and forwarded to both the county
and the complainant. Such response shall include, but not be limited to, an
acknowledgment that a complaint was made and evaluated by the facility
owner/operator; and if considered valid by the facility owner/operator, an
explanation, including a timeline, as to how the facility owner/operator will resolve
the complaint. In no event shall valid television reception issues persist beyond 60
calendar days from the date the complaint is validated. If considered invalid by the
facility owner/operator, an explanation, including supporting documentation and
expert opinions as to why the facility owner/operator believes the complaint is not
valid shall be provided to the county and the complainant.

I. Noise Levels.

Noise levels from the project shall comply with applicable Illinois Pollution Control Board
(IPCB) regulations. The applicant shall submit manufacturer sound power level characteristics
and other relevant data for all project equipment necessary for a competent noise analysis.
The applicant, through the use of a qualified professional; shall appropriately demonstrate
compliance with the applicable noise requirements in its specialluse permit application. Any
waivers as to noise shall be provided in the special use permit application, and any waivers as
to noise obtained after the filing of the special use permit application shall be provided to the
county prior to the issuance of a building permit. Any such waivers shali reflect the amount of
overage modeled for the operation of the project and shall be recorded with the county
recorder.

J.  Agricultural Impact Mitigation. I

Pursuant to the lilincis Renewable Energy Facilities Agricultural impact Mitigation Act (505
ILCS 147/15), the facility owner shall enter into an “Agricultural impact Mitigation Agreement”
(AIMA) with the Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA). All impacted agricultural land,
whether impacted during construction, operation, or decommissioning activities, must, at a
minimum, be remediated by the applicant pursuant to the terms of the AIMA. The applicant -
shall submit a copy of the fully executed AIMA to the county as part of its special use permit
application.

K. Avian and Wildlife impact Study.
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The applicant, at its expense, shall have a third-party, qualified professional conduct an avian
and wiidlife impact study and submit said study to the county as part of the specia! use permit
application. The project shail be located, designed, constructed and operated so as to avoid
and if necessary, mitigate, lrnpacts to W|Id||fe

As-Built Map and Plans.

Within 60 calendar days of completion .of construction of the project, the facility owner or
operator shall deliver to the county "as-built" maps, a final site plan and engineering plans
that have been signed and stamped by a professional engineer and surveyor licensed in the
State of lllinois.

. Engineer's Certificate.

Prior to the issuance of a building permit, applicant must submit a certification from a
structural engineer registered in the State of lllinois that the project design is compatible with
and appropriate given the specific soil, subsurface and climate conditions. The structural
engineer's certificate shall be submitted as part of the building permit application.

. Conformance with Approved Application and Plans.
The facility owner/operator shall construct:and operate the project in conformance with the
special use permit and any conditions, building permit requirements, this ordinance and all

applicable state, federal and local laws, regulations, and permits.

Additional Terms and Conditions.

1. All technical submissions, as defined by the lllinois Professional Engineering Practice
Act of 1989 (225 ILCS 325/1 et seq.), contained in the special use permit application
and the building permit application shall be prepared and signed by a professional
engineer for the relevant discipline.

2. The county may retain a qualified, independent code inspector or professional
engineer both to make inspections of the project during and after construction and to
consult with the county to confirm that the construction, substantial repair,
replacement, repowering and/or decommissioning of the project is performed in
compliance with applicable ordinance, conditions, electrical and building codes, state
and federal law and regulation. The costs and fees so incurred by the county in
retaining said inspector or engineer shall be promptly reimbursed by the facility
owner/operator.

3. The special use permit granted to the applicant shall bind and inure to the benefit of -
the applicant, its successors-in-interest and assigns. If any provision in this ordinance
or conditions of approval are held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any other
provision of this ordinance or conditions that can be given effect without the invalid
provision and, to this end, the provisions in this ordinance and any conditions are
severabie.
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VIIL.

OPERATION.
A. Maintenance.

1. Annual Report: The fac'i‘lity owner must submit, on an annual basis on or before

February 1st of each calendar year following its commercial operation date, a report
to the county zoning administrator containing the following information: (i) a general
description of any physical repairs, replacements, or modifications to the project; (ii)
complaints pertaining to setbacks, noise, appearance, safety, lighting and use of any
public roads received by the facility owner concerning the project and the resolution
of such complaints; (iii) calls for emergency services; (iv) ageneral summary of service
calls to the project; (v) latest certificates of insurance; (vi) contact information (names,
email address and phone numbers) for the person(s) with general oversight of the
facility including emergency response; and (vii) overall and per panel generation of
electricity provided in kilowatts and listed by monthly output. In addition to the
annual report, such information shall be provided upon direct request by the county.
Failure to provide the annual report or report directly as requested by the county
(within 30 days) shall be considered a material violation of this ordinance and subject
to the remedies provision of this ordinance. Whenever the person(s) with oversight
or emergency responsibilities changes or said person(s) contact information changes,
the facility owner shall provide updated information to the county within seven
calendar days.

Modifications: Any modification to an existing project thatis not considered a repower
under this ordinance, or a project that has received a special use permit that has not
yet received a building permit, which increases the sound impacts to nonparticipating
properties or nonparticipating residences, shall submit to the county an application
for an amendment to the special use permit which shall be subject to a public hearing
and all procedural requirements of a special use permit request under the lllinois
Counties Code.

Repower: Any modifications to an existing project that increases the nameplate
capacity or adds additional properties or parcels shall require the submission of a new
special use permit application and be subject to a publi¢ hearing and all procedural
requirements of a special use permit request under the lllinois Counties Code. If a
special use permit is granted upon such a request, the project shall be considered a

~ new facility and begin a new the valuation of the project for property tax purposes.

Equipment Upgrades: Any replacement of existing equipment with substantially
similar equipment which is not considered a modification or a repower under this
ordinance shall require the issuance of a new building permit through the county
zoning office but shall not require an amendment to a previously existing special use
permit or a new special use permit. Based on the county’s discretion, such equipment .
upgrades may require additional agreements with the county, including but not
limited to, a new road use agreement. Repiacement of damaged solar panels is not
considered an “equipment upgrade” and shall not require a new special use permit.
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