Aggregation information

As expected, Ameren adjusted their summer rate to a non-summer rate in October 2025 to
$0.08402 and adjusted it again in January 2026 to $0.08769. While the City’s program
remained fixed at $0.11538. The current rate posted by Ameren states their rate is good for
the period of January 2026 through May 2026, several volatile market conditions such as

‘global unrest, IA Data Centers heavy usage, weather conditions, or other unforeseen
events, could result in increases from the Utility. The County and participating County
communities’ current aggregation rate with Constellation is fixed and will remain

unchanged through May 2027.

Eligible residential and small business accounts inside the County have an average
program participation rate of approximately 70-80% since the inception of the program.ltis
important to note that during the summer months of 2025, scarce capacity resultedin a
substantial increase in electricity supply rates for Ameren and similar or potentially higher
rates are expected during the summer high usage months in 2026.

Please keep in mind, account holders are able to leave the program at any time without
penalty. We suggest each account holder look at all the overall mgrket conditions as
previously noted and decide which option is best for them. However, it is important to
note, account holders who decide to leave the program and return to Ameren must choose
a new supplier within 60 days, if not, they must remain with Ameren for an additional 10
months (1-year total), exposing them to potentially volatile spikes in the market throughout
that period. This is not a program rule, this is a utility rule known as “utility hold”.

Electric Rate Historyln recent years, almost all local coal plants have been shuttered,
which were providing low cost and reliabte power. This reduction in supply capacity
coincides with an unprecedented and unplanned increase in power demand from Al data
centers, crypto currency mining, and electrification of transport among other factors. New
generation is mostly coming from natural gas and renewables. Volatility in the energy
market has been compounded by both geopolitical and extreme weather events.The
resulting imbalance in power supply and demand is putting a tremendous strain on the
reliability and cost impact of power in central and southern lllinois; few regions of the
country have been more negatively impacted by this confluence of factors.With no clear
short-term answers to the supply and demand imbalance, the ceiling on pricesis
unknown, and rates are expected to increase again over the next several years.The
County’s program plays a vital role at this time in providing a hedge against the potential
increases that may arise due to the lack of power generation in our region. The County’s
electricity aggregation program’s primary goal is the strategic procurement of competitive
rates to provide stability, optionality and protection for the residents and smail businesses
in this uncertain, volatile, and highly unpredictable energy markey.



